
 

 
 
 

 

Lectio Divina for the Twenty-Fifth Week  

in Ordinary Time 

 
We begin our prayer: 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 

Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 

O God, who founded all the commands of your 

sacred Law 

upon love of you and of our neighbor, 

grant that, by keeping your precepts, 

we may merit to attain eternal life. 

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 

who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the 

Holy Spirit, 

God, for ever and ever. 

 

(Collect, Twenty-Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time) 

 

 

Reading (Lectio) 
Read the following Scripture two or three times. 

Matthew 20:1-16a 

 

Jesus told his disciples this parable: “The kingdom 

of heaven is like a landowner who went out at dawn 

to hire laborers for his vineyard. After agreeing with 

them for the usual daily wage, he sent them into his 

vineyard. Going out about nine o’clock, the 

landowner saw others standing idle in the 

marketplace, and he said to them, ‘You too go into 

my vineyard, and I will give you what is just.’ So 

they went off. And he went out again around noon, 

and around three o’clock, and did likewise. Going 

out about five o’clock, the landowner found others 

standing around, and said to them, ‘Why do you 

stand here idle all day?’ They answered, ‘Because 

no one has hired us.’ He said to them, ‘You too go 

into my vineyard.’ When it was evening the owner 

of the vineyard said to his foreman, ‘Summon the 

laborers and give them their pay, beginning with the 

last and ending with the first.’ When those who had 

started about five o’clock came, each received the 

usual daily wage. So when the first came, they 

thought that they would receive more, but each of 

them also got the usual wage. And on receiving it 

they grumbled against the landowner, saying, 

‘These last ones worked only one hour, and you 

have made them equal to us, who bore the day’s 

burden and the heat.’ He said to one of them in 

reply, ‘My friend, I am not cheating you. Did you 

not agree with me for the usual daily wage? Take 

what is yours and go. What if I wish to give this last 

one the same as you? Or am I not free to do as I 

wish with my own money? Are you envious 

because I am generous?’ Thus, the last will be first, 

and the first will be last.” 

 

 

 

Meditation (Meditatio) 
After the reading, take some time to reflect in 

silence on one or more of the following questions: 

• What word or words in this passage caught 

your attention?  

• What in this passage comforted you?  

• What in this passage challenged you? 

If practicing lectio divina as a family or in a group, 

after the reflection time, invite the participants to 

share their responses. 



 
 

Prayer (Oratio) 

Read the Scripture passage one more time. Bring to 

the Lord the praise, petition, or thanksgiving that 

the Word inspires in you. 

 

 

Contemplation (Contemplatio) 
Read the Scripture again, followed by this reflection: 

 

What conversion of mind, heart, and life is the Lord 

asking of me? 

 

I will give you what is just. Who in my community 

does not have the basic necessities of life? How can 

I assist people who lack these basic necessities? 

 

These last ones worked only one hour, and you have 

made them equal to us, who bore the day’s burden 

and the heat. When have I resented the gifts that 

others have received? How often do I compare 

myself to others? 

 

Are you envious because I am generous? Who do I 

envy? How can I emulate others’ good qualities 

without envying them? 

 

After a period of silent reflection and/or discussion, 

all recite the Lord’s Prayer and the following:  

 

 

Closing Prayer 
Every day will I bless you, 

 and I will praise your name forever and ever. 

Great is the LORD and highly to be praised; 

 his greatness is unsearchable. 

 

The LORD is gracious and merciful, 

 slow to anger and of great kindness. 

The LORD is good to all 

 and compassionate toward all his works. 

 

The LORD is just in all his ways 

 and holy in all his works. 

The LORD is near to all who call upon him, 

 to all who call upon him in truth. 

 

(From Psalm 145) 

 

Living the Word This Week 
 

How can I make my life a gift for others in charity? 

 

Consider your budget and schedule and discern 

ways that you can be a more generous steward of 

your time, treasure, and talent. 
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