REFLECTION ON THE GOSPEL FOR THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

OPENING PRAYER
Loving Father, with grateful hearts we acknowledge the gift of your Son, our shepherd. Help us learn to recognize his voice when it is spoken to us every day, but especially when we re vulnerable and need protection and strength. Give us the heart of a good shepherd, that we, too, will care for those who are vulnerable, anxious, lonely. Help us to recognize ourselves in them and to reach out to them in times of need. We pray in unison with the Holy Spirit, through Christ, our Lord. Amen.

SCRIPTURE READING
John 10: 1 – 16, 24 – 30 
[bookmark: 51010002][bookmark: 51010003][bookmark: 51010004][bookmark: 51010005][bookmark: 51010006][bookmark: 51010007][bookmark: 51010008][bookmark: 51010009][bookmark: 51010010][bookmark: 51010011][bookmark: 51010012][bookmark: 51010013][bookmark: 51010014][bookmark: 51010015][bookmark: 51010016][bookmark: 51010017]“Amen, amen, I say to you, whoever does not enter a sheepfold through the gate but climbs over elsewhere is a thief and a robber. But whoever enters through the gate is the shepherd of the sheep. The gatekeeper opens it for him, and the sheep hear his voice, as he calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. When he has driven out all his own, he walks ahead of them, and the sheep follow him, because they recognize his voice. But they will not follow a stranger; they will run away from him, because they do not recognize the voice of strangers.” Although Jesus used this figure of speech, they did not realize what he was trying to tell them. So, Jesus said again, “Amen, amen, I say to you, I am the gate for the sheep. All who came [before me] are thieves and robbers, but the sheep did not listen to them. I am the gate. Whoever enters through me will be saved and will come in and go out and find pasture. A thief comes only to steal and slaughter and destroy; I came so that they might have life and have it more abundantly. I am the good shepherd. A good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. A hired man, who is not a shepherd and whose sheep are not his own, sees a wolf coming and leaves the sheep and runs away, and the wolf catches and scatters them. This is because he works for pay and has no concern for the sheep. I am the good shepherd, and I know mine and mine know me, just as the Father knows me and I know the Father; and I will lay down my life for the sheep.  I have other sheep that do not belong to this fold. These also I must lead, and they will hear my voice, and there will be one flock, one shepherd. 
[bookmark: 51010025][bookmark: 51010026][bookmark: 51010027][bookmark: 51010028][bookmark: 51010029][bookmark: 51010030][bookmark: 51010031]The Jews gathered around him and said to him, “How long are you going to keep us in suspense? f you are the Messiah, tell us plainly.” Jesus answered them, “I told you and you do not believe. The works I do in my Father’s name testify to me. But you do not believe, because you are not among my sheep. My sheep hear my voice; I know them, and they follow me. I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish. No one can take them out of my hand. My Father, who has given them to me, is greater than all, and no one can take them out of the Father’s hand. The Father and I are one.”  


REFLECTION ON THE GOOD SHEPHERD
In Jesus’ time, at the end of the day, when their sheep were finished grazing, all the shepherds would bring their flocks together for the night. They would keep them safely in a protected fold so that wolves or thieves would not bother them. Every night one shepherd was appointed to lie down in front of the gate of the sheepfold so that no one could enter. This shepherd would protect the flocks even with their life, if necessary. Each morning all the shepherds would return and call or whistle for their own sheep to gather. Each knew their own sheep and the sheep knew the sound of the shepherd’s voice and would follow them.
The good shepherd is a strong and brave protector who lies down in front of the gate refusing to anyone snatch us or come near us. The good shepherd, Jesus, knows each of us by name and calls us in baptism. When life experiences such as family crises, death, illness, fear, or emotional pain make us unable to move or unable to care for ourselves, he is there to guard us, to protect us, and to lead us through the darkest hours. Sometimes it is only long after the event that we recognize he was there, is there for us. Taking time to recall these experiences helps us be aware of them the next time and take comfort and courage from his presence. 
The statements that Jesus make are strong: “My sheep hear …I know them … they follow me … I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish. No one can take … my Father, who has given them to me is greater than all” (verses 27 -29) There is a forcefulness in these words as well as an intimacy. Not only does Jesus say that we are his, but the Father has given us to Jesus, and it is with the Father’s hand that we are protected. Jesus demonstrates a real possessiveness, in a relational way. “I am not going to let you go! In my relationship with the Father you belong to me, to us! Therefore, you be possessive with those whom I have given you. You stay faithful, you forgive, you go after the one who has wandered off.”
The good shepherd is also an example for us to learn who and how we are to be for each other. The good shepherd is the pattern for us to model our lives. We are to go out of our way to protect and care for others. We are to watch over those who need watching over, indeed, we are to search for them, not just wait for our paths to cross. In our own community, there are those who are forgotten, helpless, and those who are in some way lost. Jesus calls us to be shepherds to them. Jesus has been the good shepherd for us individually and for our community. How can we not do the same for others? 

REFLECTION QUESTIONS
· In what ways have you experienced Jesus, the good shepherd? 
· Who are the thieves and wolves that prey on those who are helpless or vulnerable in our midst?
· How can you and your parish welcome the sheep who need protecting and calling by name? What can you or we do to make them feel more welcome? 
· Recall times in your life when you were in a crisis. Pray in thanksgiving for anyone who was a good shepherd to you.

MEDITATION ON SONG SHEPHERD ME, O GOD
Meditate on Jesus the Good Shepherd with this song and images of the good shepherd. 
www.youtube.com/watch?v=AmFm4jZasus 
