LECtZO Divizég

Lectio Divina for the Thirty-Third Week
In Ordinary Time

We begin our prayer:
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the
Holy Spirit. Amen.

Grant us, we pray, O Lord our God,

the constant gladness of being devoted to you,

for it is full and lasting happiness

to serve with constancy

the author of all that is good.

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,

who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the
Holy Spirit,

God, for ever and ever.

(Collect, Thirty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time)

Reading (Lectio)

Read the following Scripture two or three times.
Luke 21:5-19

While some people were speaking about how the
temple was adorned with costly stones and votive
offerings, Jesus said, "All that you see here-- the
days will come when there will not be left a stone
upon another stone that will not be thrown down."

Then they asked him, "Teacher, when will this
happen? And what sign will there be when all these

things are about to happen?" He answered, "See that
you not be deceived, for many will come in my
name, saying, 'l am he,” and 'The time has come.’
Do not follow them! When you hear of wars and
insurrections, do not be terrified; for such things
must happen first, but it will not immediately be the
end.” Then he said to them, "Nation will rise against
nation, and kingdom against kingdom. There will be
powerful earthquakes, famines, and plagues from
place to place; and awesome sights and mighty
signs will come from the sky.

"Before all this happens, however, they will seize
and persecute you, they will hand you over to the
synagogues and to prisons, and they will have you
led before kings and governors because of my
name. It will lead to your giving testimony.
Remember, you are not to prepare your defense
beforehand, for I myself shall give you a wisdom in
speaking that all your adversaries will be powerless
to resist or refute. You will even be handed over by
parents, brothers, relatives, and friends, and they
will put some of you to death. You will be hated by
all because of my name, but not a hair on your head
will be destroyed. By your perseverance you will
secure your lives."
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Meditation (Meditatio)

After the reading, take some time to reflect in
silence on one or more of the following questions:
e What word or words in this passage caught
your attention?
e What in this passage comforted you?
e What in this passage challenged you?
If practicing lectio divina as a family or in a group,
after the reflection time, invite the participants to
share their responses.

Prayer (Oratio)

Read the Scripture passage one more time. Bring to
the Lord the praise, petition, or thanksgiving that
the Word inspires in you.

Contemplation (Contemplatio)

Read the Scripture again, followed by this
reflection:

What conversion of mind, heart, and life is the Lord
asking of me?

See that you not be deceived, for many will come in
my name, saying, “I am he.” How can | discern
truth from falsehood? How can | share the truth of
the Church’s teaching with others?

I myself shall give you a wisdom in speaking. How
can | speak the truth in love? How can my words
lift people up instead of putting them down?

You will be hated by all because of my name. When
have | been ridiculed or lost friends because of my
faith? How can I grow in trust of God’s providential
care?

After a period of silent reflection and/or discussion,
all recite the Lord’s Prayer and the following:

Closing Prayer:

Sing praise to the LORD with the harp,
with the harp and melodious song.

With trumpets and the sound of the horn
sing joyfully before the King, the LORD.

Let the sea and what fills it resound,
the world and those who dwell in it;
let the rivers clap their hands,

the mountains shout with them for joy.

Before the LORD, for he comes,
for he comes to rule the earth,

He will rule the world with justice
and the peoples with equity.

(From Psalm 98)

Living the Word This Week

How can | make my life a gift for others in charity?

Pray for those who are suffering persecution for
their faith, at home and abroad.
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