Lectio Divina for the Fifteenth Week in Ordinary
Time

We begin our prayer:
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the
Holy Spirit. Amen.

O God, who show the light of your truth

to those who go astray,

so that they may return to the right path,

give all who for the faith they profess

are accounted Christians

the grace to reject whatever is contrary to the name
of Christ

and to strive after all that does it honor.

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,

who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the
Holy Spirit,

God, for ever and ever.

(Collet, Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time)

Reading (Lectio)

Read the following Scripture two or three times.
Mark 6:7-13

Jesus summoned the Twelve and began to send
them out two by two and gave them authority over
unclean spirits. He instructed them to take nothing
for the journey but a walking stick— no food, no
sack, no money in their belts. They were, however,
to wear sandals but not a second tunic. He said to

them, “Wherever you enter a house, stay there until
you leave. Whatever place does not welcome you or
listen to you, leave there and shake the dust off your
feet in testimony against them.” So they went off
and preached repentance. The Twelve drove out
many demons, and they anointed with oil many who
were sick and cured them.

Meditation (Meditatio)

After the reading, take some time to reflect in
silence on one or more of the following questions:
e What word or words in this passage caught
your attention?
e What in this passage comforted you?
e What in this passage challenged you?
If practicing lectio divina as a family or in a group,
after the reflection time, invite the participants to
share their responses.

Prayer (Oratio)

Read the Scripture passage one more time. Bring to
the Lord the praise, petition, or thanksgiving that
the Word inspires in you.
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Contemplation (Contemplatio)

Read the Scripture again, followed by this
reflection:

What conversion of mind, heart, and life is the Lord
asking of me?

No food, no sack, no money in their belts. How
often do I rely too much on my possessions instead
of on God’s providence? How can I grow in
detachment from my worldly goods?

Wherever you enter a house, stay there until you
leave. What makes me feel welcome in my church?
How can I extend the same welcome to others?

So they went off and preached repentance. For what
do I need to repent? How can | foster greater
reconciliation in my family and community?

After a period of silent reflection and/or discussion,
all recite the Lord’s Prayer and the following:

Closing Prayer:

I will hear what God proclaims;

the LORD —for he proclaims peace.

Near indeed is his salvation to those who fear him,
glory dwelling in our land.

Kindness and truth shall meet;

justice and peace shall kiss.

Truth shall spring out of the earth,

and justice shall look down from heaven.

The LORD himself will give his benefits;
our land shall yield its increase.

Justice shall walk before him,

and prepare the way of his steps.

(From Psalm 85)

Living the Word This Week

How can | make my life a gift for others in charity?

Work with your pastor and other parishioners to
ensure that everyone feels welcomed and valued in
your parish
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